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beth, daughter of Edward iv. To restore or-
der, he enforced statutes against livery and
maintenance, and set up a new court in 1487,
known as the Court of Star Chamber, to keep
down the nobles. Henry made an advantag-
eous treaty with France 1491; and in 1496
he allied with Spain, without endangering his
friendship with France. During his reign
commerce and geographical enterprise were
encouraged. His ministers and agents, such
as Archbishop Morton, Empson and Dudley,
played a notable part in raising money from
the nobles, and the Star Chamber proved a
most valuable instrument. See Lord Bacon's
History of Henry VII. (1622), and Gaird-
ner's Henry VII. (1889).

Henry VIII. (1491-1547), king of Eng-
land, the second son of Henry vn. In 1509,
the year of his accession, he married Cathe-
rine of Aragon, the widow of his brother
Arthur. During those years (1509-29) foreign
affairs engrossed most of the attention of the
government. In 1527 a French alliance was
brought about by Wolsey's efforts. Wolsey
and the Pope were regarded by the king as
responsible for his failure to obtain a divorce
against Catherine, and Wolsey was exiled to
nis diocese of York. In 1529 the famous re-
formation Parliament met, and sat for seven
years. Henry was now bent on securing the
divorce at all costs. In 1533 Cranmer de-
clared Henry's marriage with Catherine of
Aragon invalid, and the king at once mar-
ried Anne Boleyn. Parliament then passed a
number of enactments completely abrogating
the papal authority in England. In 1535 it
passed the Act of Supremacy, making Henry
supreme head of the Church of England.
Henry was now absolute, and till the end of
his life he pursued a course unrestrained by
any constitutional checks. In 1536 Anne Bo-
leyn was executed on the ground of conjugal
infidelity. Henry then married Jane Seymour,
and a son, afterwards Edward vi., was born

in 1537-

Meanwhile the reformation movement ad-
vanced. In 1536 the lesser monasteries were
dissolved, with the full assent of king and
Parliament. This act roused great discon-
tent but Henry set up the Council of the
North, and began to dissolve the greater mon-
asteries. Their wealth went, for the most
part, into the pockets of the king and his
friends* Henry now agreed with Cromwell
that an alliance with the North German Pro-
testant princes was desirable, and married
in 1540 Anne of Cleves. Finding that this

marriage had been rendered unnecessary by
the outbreak of war Henry divorced Anne
of Cleves; and in Jul\ 1540 Cromwell, whose
influence had long been declining, was execut-
ed. The party of Roman Catholic reaction
thus triumphed and Henry married Cath-
erine Howard, who was executed for con-
jugal infidelity. Henry then married Cath-
erine Parr, who was a supporter of Protest-
antism. See Hall's Henry VIIL, in Lives of
Kings Series (1904), and Hume's The Wives
of Henry VIII, (1905) ; Hackett's Henry the
Eighth (1927).
Henry I. (c. 1005-60), king of France-
third son of King Robert i., ascended the
throne in 1031. He granted Burgundy to his
younger brother; he quarrelled with Robert,
the powerful Norman duke, and when he
invaded Normandy, was defeated at Morte-
mer (1054) and Varaville (1058).
Henry II. (1519-59), king of France, suc-
ceeded his father, Francis i., in 1547. His wife
was Catherine de' Medici. His principal ad-
visers were the Guises, and he greatly op-
pressed his Protestant subjects. His first war
was with England in which he recovered
Boulogne from the English. He was equally
successful against the Emperor Charles v.,
and Calais was recovered (1558). In July
1559 Henry n. died in Paris, from a wound
received at a tournament. See Ranke's Civil
Wars and Monarchy in France, etc. (English
trans. 1852-61).
Henry III. (1551-89), king of France, the
third son of Henry n. and Catherine de' Me-
dici, succeeded to the French throne in 1575.
In 1573 he had been elected king of Poland.
Civil war between the Huguenots and Catho-
lics occupied most of his reign, which ended
with Henry's assassination by Jacques Cle-
ment. See M. W. Freer's Henry HL (1858).
Henry IV. (1553-1610), king of France
and Navarre, third son of Antoine de Bour-
bon, Duke of Venddme, and Jeanne d* Al-
bret of Navarre and B6arn became king of
Navarre in 1562. He married Marguerite of
Valois, sister of Charles rx. of France. On the
death of Henry in. Henry of Navarre be-
came (1589) the lawful king of France. IP
1598 Henry granted to the Huguenots the
Edict of Nantes. The wars had left France
in an exhausted condition, and Henry's great
minister, Sully, did much to restore its pros-
perity. He imposed new taxes, he enforced
economy, he encouraged agriculture, whilf
Henry introduced the silk industry into
France* On April 14, r6io, Henry was assas-